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A researcher withdraws a cell line sample from a freezing device at the American
Culture Type Collection in Rockville, Maryland. Under U.S. patent law, samples of
patented microorganisms must generally be provided to independent repositories,
which then furnish the cell lines to members of the public on request.

patent." For instance, if the scope is not properly defined in a patent,
a competitor may be able to use and possibly patent a protein with
a different combination of ammo acids that has essentially the
same biological function. "I think these kinds of things are going
to be bounced around a bit," he says. "It is what is called 'scoping.' We
have gone through a long history of scoping in the chemical arts,
and we pretty well know our limits. But in the biological arts there
is an element of unpredictability that sometimes makes scoping more
difficult."

Despite the remaining uncertainties, Saliwanchik believes that the
patent system is well equipped to deal with the onslaught of applica-